WEEK 8 – Session 11 Why and How Should I Tell Others?
· Mention where do we go on from Alpha - ask the group to consider this going forward as a group  – e.g. A Life Worth Living?

· If you did not know anything about Christianity, how would you like to be told about it?

· Have you told any of your friends/family/colleagues at work about coming here? What was their reaction?

· What do you think/feel about the idea of telling others?

· It would be lovely if we all had a chance to pray tonight. Think of one thing we can thank God for. Leader to model simple prayer. Helper should not pray.

WEEK 9 – Session 12 Does God Heal Today?
· Mention Supper & Venue – fliers for the Celebration Supper - come & invite their own guests. (Note: Summer Term will be September Supper).

· Reminder about where do we go on from Alpha - ask the group to consider this by next week

· Do we believe that God intervenes in everyday life?

· How can we explain why some are healed and some are not?

· Ask if anyone would like prayer

WEEK 10 – Session 13 What About The Church?
· Remind Guests about Supper – confirm numbers attending and catering arrangements. Spring / Summer Term may have social at end of Course. 

· Guest to complete Questionnaires before & during coffee.

· Discuss after Alpha – going on as a group and helping on future Alpha. 

· Recap on healing.

· Go around group asking what each has learned and experienced over the past 10 wks. [try to start and end with an enthusiastic person]

· Have their views about the church changed from when they first started the course?

· If someone says the word church or Christian what comes to mind?

· Ask if there is anything they would like to pray for. Guest may prayer first and let the leader pick up rest.

· Nicky prayed for each person at the end of the Alpha talk.

The Alpha Course – January 2010:  

Leaders Helpful Tips & Suggested Questions

WEEK 1 – Session 1 Who is Jesus?
· Name Badges as Guests arrive - Hand out Manuals & Programmes after Supper  - refer to The Alpha Weekend – getting dates in diaries. Explain Donations for Cost of Food.

· Icebreaker  - Desert Island - OR question such as, What made you decide to do an Alpha Course? (Ask someone who may be negative first)

· If you could ask God one question knowing that He would answer, what would you ask?

· Was there anything that surprised you in the video?

· Nicky said he was suspicious of Christians. What are your

thoughts about them or what have you heard others say?

· Before hearing the talk tonight, what was your concept of Jesus? Has it changed? If so, in what way?

· Were you surprised by the evidence of the existence of Jesus in the talk?

· What do people think about Jesus?

· If you had the chance to meet Him, how would you feel and what would you say to Him?

WEEK 2 – Session 2 Why Did Jesus Die?
· Get in a mention about the date for the Alpha Day.  
· If you accepted the cheque, does that mean that your life would have to change?

· Is there a benefit in accepting the cheque now rather than when you die?

· Quite a controversial talk. Does anyone have anything to say?

· Quite a powerful description of the crucifixion. What is your reaction too it? Does it shock you?

· Do you feel that sin is an outdated concept, or is it something you can relate too?

· Would you agree that sin is addictive? What do you see as the consequences of sin, if any?

· Hand out Why Jesus Booklets at the end of session.

WEEK 3 – Session 3 How Can We Have Faith?
· Promote the Alpha Day – integral part of the course - give some details - Remind the group of the date.

· What did people think about Nicky’s talk?

· What would you write on a form where it asks for your religion?

· Do you associate love or fear with God?

· When it is said that Christianity will make a change to your life/character, how do you feel?

· What does the idea of a relationship with God suggest to you?

WEEK 4 – Session 4 Why and How Do I Pray?
· Remind the group about the Alpha Day. Ask someone who has benefited from a previous one to describe their experience.

· Introduce Prayer as Group Discussion starts. Would you mind if I opened the discussion with prayer?

· Has anyone tried praying?

· Do you imagine someone is listening when you pray?

· Have you ever seen coincidences happen when you pray?

· Would you ever think of praying anywhere outside of a church?

· ‘Peace transcends understanding.’ Has anyone prayed and then felt peaceful?

· How do you find the idea of God answering prayer?

· In the talk various reasons for praying are given. Which of these do you relate too? Why?

· In the talk it mentioned about barriers that stopped people getting through. What do you feel about that?

WEEK 5 – Session 5 Why and How Should I Read The Bible?
· Encourage people to attend the Alpha Day. Tell them the venue and cost (donations for food).

· Has anyone had any thoughts over the past week about the course so far?

· Has anyone ever read the Bible? How did you get on? Was it boring? What translation did you use?

· Did you read anything that changed an aspect of your beliefs or behaviour?

· In the talk the Bible was described as a love letter. Have you experienced that? If so in what way?

· What do you feel about the suggestion that the Bible is the manual for life?

· ‘What the Scriptures said, God said.’ Do you share that view?

WEEK 6 – Session 6 How Does God Guide Us?
· Distribute Alpha Day Programmes & deal with any questions on practicalities. Arrange lifts if necessary.

· Leader may start group discussion with prayer.
· Do people think that God does guide?

· Does anyone think that they might have experienced God’s guidance in the past week?

· How do you respond to the idea of God having a plan for you?

· What are the ways that God speaks to people today? Have you experienced this?

· What should we do if we have made a mess of our lives?

· Ask if there is anything anyone would like prayer for. Then the leader may close in prayer.

Alpha Weekend

WEEK 7 – Session 10 How Can I Resist Evil?
· Recap on experiences during the past week since the Alpha Weekend or Day and on the Weekend/Day itself – include those who did not attend by reminding them of the opportunity to do a Weekend or Day on another occasion.  Now opening with prayer becomes the norm.

· Do you believe in the supernatural/black magic/occult?

· Before tonight did you have a concept of the devil? Has it changed?

· Why do you think bad things happen?

· Why do you think the world is in such a mess?

